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Background





Why is the ILF 
model so valued 
and respected?
u Dr Jim Elder-Woodward, ILF 

Scotland Advisory Group 
Chairperson:

u “The LA gets me up in the 
morning.  The Independent 
Living Fund gives me 
something to get up in the 
morning for.”



UNCRPD - NI’s 
Shadow Report

u “The Centre for Independent Living 
Northern Ireland completed an impact 
evaluation which found that for those 
who received the Fund, it fulfilled the 
Government’s obligations under 
Article 19, and, as such, is a prime 
example of best practice.”



Feeley Review 
and ILF Scotland

u “..there are many strengths in 
the Scottish system of social 
care support…we need self-
directed support and the 
Independent Living Fund.”

u “The Independent Living Fund 
Scotland should form part of 
the suite of services supported 
at national rather than local 
level and become part of the 
National Care Service.”



Feeley Review and ILF Scotland

u “In effect, it will 
provide a national 
service of self-directed 
support to people with 
the most complex 
needs in the country. 
We recommend that 
the Independent Living 
Fund should be re-
opened.”



Inclusion Scotland – letter to new FM

u “…we continue to 
advocate for…the 
immediate re-opening 
of the Scottish 
Independent Living 
Fund to all who need 
it.”



Programme for Government
September 2023

u Independent Living Fund

u “Reopen the Independent Living Fund on a phased 
basis, with an initial £9 million in 2024-25 to 
enable up to 1,000 additional disabled people 
with the most complex needs to access the 
support they need and deserve to live 
independent lives.”



Co-production Working Group

u ILF Scotland and SG

u Inclusion Scotland

u GDA

u GCIL

u LCIL

u DES

u SDSS Scotland

u ILF Scotland Advisory 
Group

u COSLA X 2

u SWS X2

u LA Social Work

u PAMIS

u CCPS

u Carers Scotland

u SCLD

u SHRC



Key Issues

u Link with DLA

u Award Management

u Age

u Threshold Sum

u Maximum Award

u Available Income (charges)

u Additionality

u Relationship with Local Authorities

u Use of funds



Co-production
u Working Group up and running

u Engagement Opportunities

u Edinburgh – Tuesday 12th December

u Events | ILF Scotland
1. Online via Zoom on Thursday 11 January

2. P&J Live in Aberdeen on Wednesday 17 January

3. Online via Zoom on Thursday 25 January

4. Stirling Court Hotel in Stirling on Tuesday 30 January

5. Glasgow Science Centre on Monday 19 February

https://ilf.scot/events/


Thank you.  Any questions?


